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    SUMMARY OF ADMINISTRATIVE MEETING 
July 22, 2015 – 4:00 p.m. 

Room 326, City-County Building     

 
1. Call to order, introductions, opening comments – Mayor Smith called the meeting to order.  
Commissioners Elsaesser, Ellison, Haque-Hausrath and Haladay were present.  Staff present was: City 
Manager Ron Alles; Executive Assistant Sarah Elkins; City Attorney Thomas Jodoin; Deputy City Attorney 
Iryna O’Connor; Public Works Director Randall Camp; Assistant Public Works Director Phil Hauck; City 
Engineer Ryan Leland; Civil/Transportation Engineer David Knoepke; HATS Superintendent Steve 
Larson;  Community Facilities Director Gery Carpenter; Assistant Fire Chief Kelly Tuck; Police Chief Troy 
McGee; Acting Administrative Services Director Glenn Jorgenson; Budget Manager Robert Ricker; 
Human Resources Director James Fehr; HCC Coordinator Judy Garrity and Deputy City Clerk Robyn 
Brown.    
 Others in attendance included: HCC Representatives John Rundquist and Dick Sloan, 
Independent Record Report Al Knauber, City Commission candidates Rob Ferris-Olsen and Ed Noonan.  
  

2. July 8, 2015 - The July 8, 2015 administrative meeting summary was approved as submitted.  
 

3. Commission comments, questions –  
Upcoming Appointments – There are no board appointment on the July 27

th
 City Commission 

Meeting agenda.  
 
Commission Comments – Commissioner Ellison announced this year the annual City/County 

Volunteer Appreciation Event involved mailing every City and County Volunteer Board/Committee/Council 
member two tickets to the Last Chance Stampede & Fair- PRCA Rodeo for Thursday, July 23

rd
.  

Commissioner Ellison and Mayor Smith recognized the work of the volunteers and expressed 
hopefulness they would take advantage of the complimentary rodeo tickets and enjoy an evening at the 
Stampede. 

Commissioner Haque-Hausrath reported she would be absent for the July 27, 2015 Commission 
Meeting and requested Agenda Item 10.B. – a resolution of intention regarding the assessment for Open 
Space Maintenance District No. 1, be tabled if the timeline for final passage will allow.  She noted that in 
the past she had identified particular interest in this assessment and would appreciate being able to 
participate in the discussion and decision on the methodology options.  City Manager Alles acknowledged 
her request and indicated he would review the timeline and postpone the hearing if the regulations allow. 

Commissioner Haque-Hausrath spoke to the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) and 
referred to discussion in the affirmative by the consultant that the Commission member’s comments 
would be included in the plan.  City Engineer Leland confirmed they are included in the “Comment” 
section of the plan but were not integrated into the plan itself.  He commented it is only a plan, as major 
intersections are identified for improvement, additional studies will be performed and the Commission’s 
comments will be considered as part of the analysis at that time.   

Commissioner Elsaesser expressed concern there were not two public hearings held on the 
LRTP, as had been requested by the Commission.  He was also under the impression the Commission 
would be able to make substantive changes to the document and is disappointed that since some 
suggested improvements were not supported by the technical working group, they were left out of the 
document, making those projects ineligible for urban funds. 

He then spoke to the recent establishment of a minimum fee for Transfer Station permit holders 
and referred to an email he had written on the issue.  Commissioner Elsaesser’s email has been inserted 
below. 

 
Mayor, Commissioners, 
 
I intend to mention raise concerns regarding recent city policy establishing a minimum fee for permit 
holders using the City of Helena Transfer Station during commissioner comments at tomorrow's 
administrative meeting.  
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As I have mentioned before, I do not support a minimum fee for permit holders using the transfer station. 
This would be akin to charging City of Helena and Lewis and Clark residents for every visit to the library 
as if they do not pay an assessment for the facility and the service it provides. Abuse of any public facility 
or public operation should be specifically addressed, but not at the expense of limiting service to all who 
pay for the facility.  
 
This policy should be visited at a Joint City-County Work Session ASAP with further review ahead of next 
years City of Helena Transfer Station Resolution.  At the very least, the city should reset the per visit limit 
at the end of the calendar year to allow for thirty visits for the rest of the fiscal year to which the permits 
are tied (30 visits per half year; 60 per year total). 
 
Thank you very much! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Matthew Elsaesser, Commissioner  

 
 Manager Alles reported this issue was discussed with the Lewis & Clark County Board of County 
Commissioners (BoCC) today.  The County was inconclusive on whether to change the new requirements 
or how to fix the issue.  He explained to county staff that he would not be recommending a change to the 
City Commission; however, if the City Commission desires to change the fee, he will make that happen. 
 Commissioner Haque-Hausrath commented she was not aware of the impact the City’s fee 
resolution would have on County residents.  Commissioner Haladay concurred with Commissioner 
Haque-Hausrath’s comment and spoke to limitations of the solid waste division software.  Assistant Public 
Works Director Hauck indicated staff would research the ability and possibilities of the current software. 
 Manager Alles indicated the issue will be discussed at the August 6

th
 City/County Joint Work 

Session. 
  

. 4. City Manager’s Report – City Manager Alles gave an overview of the first meeting of the Solid 
Waste Efficiency Study Blue Ribbon Working Group.  Commissioner Elsaesser expressed disappointment 
that the public was not invited to participate with the working group.  Manager Alles noted the meetings 
are public and comment will be taken, however; staff needs to be able to thoroughly vet issues to produce 
a proposal for the City and County and would not want to be bogged down with a lot of comment at each 
meeting.  Manager Alles indicated future meetings will be listed on the City meeting calendar with 
advance notice. 
  
 
5.  Department Discussions 
 Public Works 
 a) Quiet Zone Update – Manager Alles asked Public Works Department staff to provide an 
update on the proposed Quiet Zone.   
 City Engineer Leland stated the City’s consultant, KLJ Engineering, has received comments from 
MRL and MDT regarding the Quiet Zone Notice of Intent (NOI).  The comments mainly focus on the 
Roberts and National Crossings, the areas where direction is needed from the Commission. 
  
 Montana Rail Link submitted the following letter to KLJ Engineering. 
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The Montana Department of Transportation submitted the following comments via email. 
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 Engineer Leland summarized the comments, stating it appears the only option that will be 
supported by MDT is wayside horns and MRL may require fencing to alleviate concerns with trespassing 
across the railway in the area of the Benton Avenue crossing.   
 Discussion was held on the comments provided by MRL and MDT, including the need for a 
statement of position from MDT and more information on alternative options from MRL.   
 
Consensus Direction to Manager – Manager Alles will write a letter to MDT requesting they 
provide a formal position on the proposed quiet zone.  He will also write a letter to MRL (in 
addition to meeting with MRL President Thomas Walsh in person) requesting alternative options 
to wayside horns.  
 
 Commissioner Ellison noted that while he supports the requests for formal correspondence from 
MDT and additional information from MRL, he does not support spending an additional $300,000 on the 
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quiet zone proposal. 
 
 
 b) HATS Update – HATS Superintendent Larson distributed the implementation plan for the 
two fixed route system, the updated proposed new bus routes, and an example of the new buses Butte is 
using for Commission review.   
 Superintendent Larson gave an update on the proposed route for the new fixed route and the 
forthcoming audit of bus stop locations with regard to ADA requirements.  Thorough discussion was held 
on the routes and evaluation. 
 He stated staff would like to request funding for new larger buses, “12 year buses”, such as the 
buses Butte is now using.  Bozeman is also using the larger buses.  He noted it could be a three-year 
process to receive new buses and will provide the Commission with the financial implications of the “12 
year buses”. 
  
 c) HATS Follow Up Rate Discussion – Assistant Public Works Director Hauck reported 
the resolution of intention to increase fares and charges for customers of the Helena transit system is 
scheduled for August 10

th
 with a public hearing scheduled for August 24, 2015.  He gave an overview of 

the two options proposed in the resolution of intention.   
 Commissioner Elsaesser stated he supports Option B and spoke to Section 3 and referred to the 
following comments he had made via email regarding the resolution: 

 “Regarding the HATS rate resolutions, I hope we can discuss the proposed language regarding 
bulk purchases, section three of the resolution.  
 In our discussion of this matter, it has been my hope that we would establish clear authority for 
the city to work with large employers or other institutions to establish memorandums of understanding 
that allows investment into the HATS system and convenience for their employees or clients. This might 
include allowing employee id cards to count towards bus fare as was done with the commuter route 
partnership with the state a few years ago. It might include an arrangement with medical facilities 
regarding doctor appointments to allow for medicaid reimbursement. While such programs might include 
tokens or punch cards, there may be other arrangements that need to be established on a case by case 
basic as programs develop.” 
 
 Commissioner Haque-Hausrath indicated support for Option B and recommended advertising no-
fare for para-transit eligible customers and suggested offering a monthly pass.   
 Commissioner Ellison expressed support for Option B and recommended options such as a 
monthly pass be vetted next year as this will be the first time the HATS rates have changed since 
inception of the service.  He indicated he would like to advertise the resolution with a $.50 rate for para-
transit customers and then decide what to charge based on the public comment received at the hearing.   
The same will apply to the other proposed rates. He commended staff for their work on the proposal. 
 Commissioner Haladay asked when the rates would go into effect.  Assistant Director Hauck 
indicated they would be effective upon passage unless there is a stipulation in the resolution.  He 
recommended the Commission choose an effective date to allow customers sufficient notification of the 
rate changes. 
 Manager Alles thanked Commissioner Elsaesser for his comments. 
 
Consensus Direction to Manager – Manager Alles will schedule the Resolution of Intention – 
Option B for the August 10

th
 Commission Meeting. 

 
 d) HTAC Discussion – Manager Alles commented on concerns with the structure of HTAC. 
Superintendent Larson stated Deborah Swingley is the new chair and Bob Maffit is the vice-chair of 
HTAC.  Ms. Swingley and wants to work with the City to improve the relationship between the Council and 
the City and is eager to help improve the service.  Discussion was held on the governance of HTAC.   
 Commissioner Ellison thanked County Grant Coordinator Laura Erickson for her work in finding 
financial assistance for the HATS service.  He then gave a detailed statement listing his concerns with the 
current TAC and recommended the creation of a new committee.  
 Commissioner Elsaesser concurred with Commissioner Ellison’s concerns.  He commented the 
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TAC needs a more formal structure and he would support a re-organization.   
 Commissioner Haladay indicated he too would support a new governance structure for the TAC. 
Commissioner Haque-Hausrath concurred and commented the Council should be under the umbrella of 
the City.    
 
Consensus Direction to Manager – Manager Alles will draft a resolution to create a Transit 
Advisory Council under the City of Helena with members appointed by the City Commission. 
  
6. Committee discussions   

a)  Audit Committee, City-County Board of Health, Civic Center Board, L&C County Mental Health 
Advisory Committee, Montana League of Cities & Towns – No report  

b) Audit Committee, Board of Adjustment, Helena Chamber of Commerce Liaison, Information 
Technology Committee, Transportation Coordinating Committee – No report  

c) Intergovernmental Transit Committee, Non-Motorized Travel Advisory Board, Transportation 
Coordinating Committee – No report  

d)  ADA Compliance Committee, Business Improvement District/Helena Parking Commission,  
  City-County Parks Board, Montana Business Assistance Connection – No report  
e) Audit Committee, City-County Administration Building (CCAB), Public Art Committee – No  
  report   
f) Helena Citizens Council – HCC Member Rundquist stated the HCC will be discussing the  
  Transportation Plan, quiet zone, school bond and Confederate Memorial at their monthly  
  meeting tonight. 
 

7. Review of agenda for July 27, 2015 City Commission meeting – No discussion held. 

8. Public Comment – Mr. Ferris-Olsen commented he enjoyed attending today’s meeting and thanked 

the Commission for being so welcoming.    
9.  
10.  Commission discussion and direction to the City Manager – No discussion held.  

 
11. Adjourn – Meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m. 

 
  


